
Lynher Geography Spring 2 
How do maps help us locate and 

identify features?



I know how to use an atlas and know there are different 
types of maps.

There are different 
types of maps – we 

looked at atlases, OS 
Maps and digital maps.

We looked at the 
positives and 

negatives of different 
maps. Atlases cannot 
be updated and the 

land changes however 
digital maps can send 
you down routes that 

are not suitable or 
can disconnect and 

you get lost!

They show us 
where places 
are in relation 

to others.



I understand what symbols are and how to use them.
We had to match 

the symbols to 
the correct words 
– it was quite 

tricky as some are 
very similar!

We then looked 
at an Ordnance 
Survey Map and 
located some of 
the symbols on 

there. 

Symbols are 
used because it 

makes maps less 
cluttered and 
easier to read.



I know the compass points and can follow them 
accurately.

We drew a simple picture 
and gave our partners 

directions to draw the same 
image without peeking!

There are 8 
compass points, we 

live in the South-
West of England 

which falls between 
South and West on 

a compass.



I know what grid references are and how to read them.

We read a grid 
reference along the 

bottom first then 
vertically.

You can have 4 
figure grid 

references which 
give you a single 

square, however a 6 
figure grid 

reference gives you 
an accurate location 
within the square.



I can plan a route.

We used all our skills 
and planned a route 

on OS Map

We needed 
to identify 

the roads and 
land features 

as well as 
using grid 
references 

and compass 
directions.



I know how land use Has changed over time.

We looked at 
maps from the 
past and how 

they looked now, 
we have built 

more roads and 
buildings..

I think land has changed 
as there are more people 
today so more houses are 

needed. 
Maps help us 
understarnd

the 
landscapes of 

places we 
have yet to 

visit and 
show us how 
land use can 

change.
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